
PASTORôS NOTE  
 
The week between Christmas and New Years is such an odd 
week for many folks.  Itôs not generally the most productive yet 
business continues (esp. at retail!).  Itôs generally not the time 
for large decisions to be made but steady as it goes.  It is often 
a time which leads people to think about the next year.  What 
will it bring? How will I enter this next year ï financially, 
relationship-wise, job-wise?  This kind of time is when many 
folks take a minute to genuinely reflect on who they want to be 
and perhaps consider Resolutions to help take another step in 

getting to that vision.  Getting back to the basics, getting back to who we really are 
meant to be, getting back to me without all the stuff that seems so often to get in the 
way.  I can be a better me and the new start of a year can help get me centered again 
to let go of the stuff in the past and push with renewed energy to something that may 
yet be just as good or even better in the future not just for me but me being a better 
person for others.   Getting to a more full picture and realization of who I am is a big 
part of New Yearôs Resolutions and even the idea of getting a clean start for the year. 
 
Getting re-centered, getting back in touch with the basics, taking one more step 
toward becoming what God intends us to be is part of our congregational journey as 
well.  Not because we are in need of an overhaul but just because the new year gives 
us incentive to come back again at that ongoing cycle once more ï just as we have 
done in the past.  But what is that exactly? 
 
Many writers have said that we are not human beings having a spiritual experience, 
we are spiritual beings having a human experience.  I believe this is true.  The core of 
our being, the reflected image of who God is inherent in our human being-ness.  To 
continue time and again to get back on track or get in touch with ourselves and our 
reason for being means we get back in touch with God.  We take some time to do 
Sabbath work ï to be re-centered in our spirit. 
 
Indeed researchers are reminding us that in most church growth experiences ï
whether  defined numerically or spiritually,  measure ï a congregations first 
experiences or is launched by a sense of a renewal, a revitalization of its spiritual life.  
This means that at a personal and corporate level there is a renewed interest in and 
an awareness of the ongoing presence and pervasiveness of God in our midst and in 
relationship with us ï truly the Christmas Emmanuel (God with us) nature of the 
divine.  When we take time to be back in touch, be intentionally cultivating the 
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relationship with God through Godôs Spirit, Word, 
Sacraments, community, study, prayer and 
practices we open the pathways within us for 
God to inspire and enthuse us with Godôs  
presence, providence and sense of promise.  
This is where we gain & renew our sense of 
identity.  This is where our spirits are reminded 
of who we are and whoôs we are.  This is where 
we find renewed perspective and courage to 
move forward to what seems next in our lives of 
faith. 
 
Our entire first few months of 2012 will be spent 
focusing a bit more on the spiritual dimension of 
our life together.  In January there will be 
another series of bible studies (spring boarding 
from our stewardship emphasis) on Wednesday 
evenings in addition to our regular bible studies, 
there will be a focus during Lent on an aspect of 
our Spirituality, there may be occasions when 
small groups gather once again as Care Clusters 
are revisited as they were in the past for 
Christian nurture, support, and growth.  LCR has 
had such a significant past, joining with one 
another and the community.  It has 
demonstrated its love of God and neighbor.  It 
has shown its faithfulness in how it goes about 
its ministry.  Let us as a church family and as 
individuals take some time to be renewed and 
refreshed at our spiritual center and heart as we 
seek to discover the new and ongoing ways in 
which God may be calling us forward into this 
new year.                           
 
See you in church,  
 

Pr. Dave  

 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

email: resurrectionchurch@verizon.net 
website: mylcr.org 

Transition Senior Pastor: ..................... David Gardner Tweed 
 ............................................................. Office: 785-1117 ext. 1# 
 ...................................................................... cell: 813-230-5153 

Associate Pastor:  
Rev. Gene Vetter ...................................... Home: 727-372-6666 
 ..................................................................... Cell: 727-692-4086 
 ....................................... Office for messages: 785-1117 ext. 4# 

Office Administrator: 
Lynn Blackwell ...................................... Office: 785-1117 ext. *# 
 

Worship Services: ..................................... Saturday, 5:00 p.m. 
 ............................................. . Sunday, 8:00, 9:15, & 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School: .............. Adults: 9:15 a.m. Children: 9:30 a.m. 

The next newsletter 
deadline is  January 
20th for the February 
edition. If you have infor-
mation to be included in 
the next edition, , please 
have it to Lynn in the 
office by the end of the 
day on the 20th. You 
can e-mail your article 

to: 
resurrectionchurch@verizon.net. 

ANNUAL  CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 
The annual meeting of our congregation will 
be held Sunday, January 29th .  We will gather 
together for a potluck dinner at 6PM and the 
meeting will follow at approximately 7PM.  
Please be sure to join your church family for 
this important meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JANUARY 29TH, 2012  
POTLUCK 6PM 

MEETING TO FOLLOW 
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ESTHER CIRCLE 
Esther Circle will  meet 

at 6:30 on Wednesday, 

January 11th at Nikos 

Restaurant in 

Oldsmar.  All ladies are 

welcome to join us. For 

additional information, 

please contact Gertrude 

Baskerville. 

LADIES NIGHT OUT 
Ladies Night Out will be Tuesday, January 31st at 
6:30 PM.  Watch the bulletins for this monthôs 
location.  A 
signup sheet will 
be posted in the 
gathering area.  
All women of 
LCR are invited 
to attend! 

MENõS NIGHT OUT 
Menôs Night Out will be Tuesday, January 10th 
at 6:30 PM. at the Fox Hollow Country Club 
(10020th Robert Trent Jones Parkway, Trinity). 
All men of LCR are welcome as we gather for a 
casual social dinner and fellowship. Please plan 
to attend and call Ed Bartz if you have any 
questions. A sign up sheet is posted on the 
bulletin board in the gathering area. 

CIRCLE  NEWS , FELLOWSHIP , FAIR  TRADE  

FAIR TRADE COFFEE & TEA;  

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

MISSION 
 
Psalm 96:10-13. The Lord reigns... Let the heavens 

rejoice, let the earth be glad, let the seas resound 

and all that is in it; let the fields be jubilant, and 

everything in them. Then all the trees of the forest 

will sing for joy, they will sing before the Lord for he 

comes, he comes to judge the earth. 

 

We hear every day about different factors which 

are increasingly impacting our environment 

detrimentally.  Carbon dioxide, pesticides, fertilizers 

and pollution are just a few of the challenges facing 

our world. 

               The Fair Trade Alternative! 

In order to become Fair Trade Certified, all farmers 

must follow stringent procedures and take 

important steps to improve the environment such 

as:  elimination or regulation of dangerous 

pesticides and harmful chemicals, implementation 

of waste management practices that protect 

watersheds and other vulnerable clean water 

sources, and the protection of virgin forests by 

prohibiting deforestation and encouraging shade-

growing practices that maintain the integrity of 

natural habitat. 

 

Help the Fair Trade farmers keep improving the 

environment!  Wonõt you join the Women of the 

ELCAõs mission to FILL JUSTICE TO THE BRIM!...by 

purchasing fairly traded coffee and tea?  For more 

information or special orders, contact Karen 

Graves at (789-4383). 
 
 

 

 
 

MARY  MARTHA CIRCLE 
Mary Martha Circle will meet 

at 1:00 on Tuesday, January 

17th in the Jenner Room.  All 

ladies are welcome to join 

us. For additional information, 

please contact  Lucy Gorder. 
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CONTEMPORARY  W ORSHIP  PLANNING  TEAM  NEWS  

SEW ôN SEWS 
  
Mission Statement: With inspiration from the Holy Spirit the Sew ôn Sews 

put their faith into action by making quilts that provide comfort, warmth, 

joy and security to human need both locally and abroad. 

 

To all the ladies who have returned for the winter months, welcome back! 

This year we will be making lap robes and infant/toddler size quilts. All 

women of the church are invited to become part of this wonderful group 

and share your talents. No sewing experience is necessaryéall hands are 

welcome and needed to help us cut, design, pin and tie. Please join us in 

Fellowship Hall from 12:30 - 3:00 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each 

month. 

The contemporary worship planning team would like to encourage you 

to provide us with feedback regarding any concerns regarding the 

contemporary worship. We have been using a new online subscription 

offered by Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnesville, MN to 

assist us with the worship service planning and we would like to have 

your input. This new subscription also has take home devotional 

resources available if you are interested, please let us know and we 

can have them available each week as well. We are still looking at 

ways to incorporate more current contemporary music. Please be 

patient as we explore new avenues. We will keep you informed of any 

possible resources and ask for your feedback as we contemplate what 

is best for our congregation. 

 

One of the avenues that we are exploring, that would help enhance the 

contemporary worship is to add projection. It could allow us to use 

worship DVDs that would assist in the learning process of more 

current contemporary music, it could cut down on printed materials, it 

could provide a visual aid for announcements, or to list the shut-ins, or 

it could provide a visual aid for the main ideas of the sermon notes! 

The possibilities are endless! Of course we are only gathering 

information and getting quotes at this time.  Thank you to Donna 

Setzer for setting up appointments and gathering the quotes on this 

research! The companies were informed that there were concerns that 

we keep the sanctity of the sanctuary intact. We are looking forward to 

hearing their ideas!  Another avenue we have not yet explored is a midi 

keyboard.  This too could add new dimension to our worship, but more 

to come on that. 

 

It is our goal to plan the worship services ahead 6 months. We are 

currently planning services to the end of April!  If you have ideas for 

special worship services that you have experienced at LCR in the past, 

at other churches, or you have heard about, please let us know.  We 

are all unique and special as created by God, which means we are all 

are inspired in many different ways.  If something speaks to your 

heart, it may do the same for others! 

 

Godõs Peace, Kim Feeney   CWPT Chair 

CWPT members:  Kim & Anthony Feeney, Bruce Linton,  Suzanne 

Lomascolo, Fremont Ogle, Dale Parish, Liz Runkle, Donna Setzer, 

Darlene Tuggle, Pastor Dave and Pastor Vetter. 

 B IBLE  STUDY  
 

" My soul magnifies the Lord! My heart 

with gladness overflows. I rejoice in 

Him!" The words of the cantata not only 

ring out the message of the season but 

the whole year. What a joy to feel the 

energy, the Spirit flowing through our 

community of believers! If we feel this 

way, can you imagine how the first be-

lievers felt?! The Holy Spirit came " like 

the rush of violent wind"(Acts 2:2). The 

new converts " devoted themselves to 

the apostles teaching and fellowship, 

the breaking of bread and the 

prayers"(2:42). Bible study now takes 

us on the adventure in those early 

years of the church in the Book of Acts! 

Come join and grow in His love! Experi-

ence the joy! 


